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Hether all thoſe Sufferings, which have be⸗ 
fallen that Party for theſe many years, were 
juſt as relating to God or no? that is, whe- 


2 , py 
| \ ther they ſo finned againſt him, forgetting ol 
debredrs 2 


his Name and fear, dealing hardly with ſuch as truly 
fear him, (and who in his true fear did differ from their way of 
worſhip) exalting man in an hard and arbitrary Government 
both over the Conſciences of the upright-hearted towards God, 
and over the rights, liberties and perſons of the Nation, which 
with many other things, as the vanity and exceſs of the Court, 


of healths, and following the vain pomps and vanities of the 
world, (which by their very Baptiſm they ſtand engaged to de- 
3 migkt fill up their Ephah, ſway down their ballance, ane 
ſink their proſperity: I ſay, whether theſe and ſuch like things, - 7 
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might not juſtly proyoke the Lord to turn his haydupon them, 
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to overturn their Church. Government, ſmite their King who 
f was their ſtrength, and bring them under the feet of thoſe, whom 
before they had trampled ane oppreſſed? Now though they 


may cry out againſt men, a 


had in all cheſe — and whether he was juſt therein or no. 
Quer. II. Whet 

bled themſelves before the Lord, ſubmitting to his hand, mourn- 

2 their ſins and tranſgreſſions againſt him, and have more 


red his gracious mere — 7 pardon and deliver them 
of their ſufferings; ſo that if e- 


from their ſins, then to be fr 
ver it ſhould pleaſe him to take his hand from off them, andbring 


them again into place and power, they might not ſo provoke him 


— more, either againſt themſelves or their King, but in true hu- 
mi 
ple, and the people of this Nation) might walk righteouſly , 


meekly, and faithfully inthe exerciſing of authority for the good 


and peace of all, and nat for the hurt of any? 
er. III. Whether the cauſe (which they now may eaſily 
trample upon and deſpiſe) in thoſe people who were engaged a- 


miiglir not be ſtirred up by Ged thereunto ? wherein if they had 
eoñtinued faithful, going on ſingly in the work of the Lord, and 
not ſeeking themſelves, nor the hurt of any, but the juſt rights, 


"liberties, and good of all according to their engagements, this 


overturn might never have befallen them. But they letting Gods 

Cauſe fall day after day, time after time, one opporturity after 
another, no marvel though the Lord hath ſuffered them to fall 
alſo : for it was not the intent of the Lord to ſet up their per- 
: Tons ( as was often teſtified to them while they ſtood ) but to ſet 
tip truth andrighteouſneſsintheſe Nations, and to give his peo- 


pfe full liberty of fearing and obeying him without fear of men. 


This the Lord began to effect by them, wherein their ſervice was 

very precious and acceptable to him, which if they had gone on 

faithfully in, they had never ſeen this day. 5 
Quer. IV. Whether they conſider the hand of the Lord in 


- turning things thps about, or whether theit eye be on inſtru- 
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in the day of their power fly out 
upon the rod wherewith the Lord chaſtiſed them, yet this is more 
proper and (aft for them now, to conſider what hand the Lord 


er in theſe their ſufferings they have hum- 


ity and in his fear ( and in love to his name, cruths and peo- 


; Feine them, was not juſt on their behalf alſo in its firſt riſe, and 
At che beginning of the controverſie; and whether their ſpirits 
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ments; en ſuch as were againſt them on the one hand, and on fuch  ** 


ful to conſider, haw many plots and contrivances they havehad. 
one after another to bring this about ( ſome whereof were 
very likely to take, and hard to bedifappointed ) and 2 all ha ve 
ſtill failed: and now at length unlooked for, it hath as it were 
dropped into their mouths in ſuch a way, & after ſuch a manner, 
and in fo full a meaſure, as they could hardly have expected. O 
that they could eye the Lord herein, and fear before him, earneſt- 
ly defiring and waiting for his grace to guide them, that at length 
one generation on whom he ſheys mercy, might ſhew them» 
ſelves worthy of his mercy, and not provoke him againſt them 
by abuſing ir, & ſoon a ſudden forfeit and hazard the loſs again, 
of what they havebeen ſo long deſiring and aiming at! 
Luer. V. Whether they conſider how eaſie it is for the Lotd to 
turn things about again, in as unexpected a way to them, as t 
was to thoſe who are now overturned. Indeed chey are ſec 
as to the eye of man: what can withſtand them ? hat can riſ 
upagainſt them but alas vhat is the ſtrength of a Nation to the 
Lord? The wholè Natioff are men, and not God; and their 
whole ſtrength fleſh, and not Spirit: and if the Lord riſe up a- 
gainſt them, what are they before him O that they could 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and that thoſe that are Ellen unt 
them might fear him for his ſeverity, and that we might all give 
over ating and aghting againſt one another, and evg 
man fight againſt the luſts of his on heart: againſt e 
on, envy, covetouſneſs, heard-heartedneſs, oppreſſion of mens 
conſcientes, doing to others what we would not receiye from g- 
thers, &. for the hand of God is ſwift againſt the unrighteous 
Spirit, and he overturns apace. And if this preſent ſettlemeiqt 
do not pleaſe him, but if this generation after all their afflictiogs © - - 
prove unweriby of this mercy, not letting fall what the hand 
of the Lord hath gone forth againſt, but thinking again to ſettle 
upon firmer foundations what God hath all this while been ſhg- 
king, the Lord will angh at their counſels and peo their 
ſtrength, and overturn chem in a moment. This hach beep it 
hath undone the foregoing Powers, 4 been eyeing men 
and ſtrengthening themſelves againſt men, and if they coul 4 
but bo ſtrong againſt the rider deen. they thought they mee - 


as were far them on the other hand? for is it not very wonder»... © 


5 fafe. and ſecure enough, ah ſo have overlooked the inviſible 


hand, which was the nen that went forth againſt them. 


Therefore O Cavaliers conſider in this your day, how ſtrong are 


ye againſt the inviſible arme of the Lord? If ye are not able to 
deal therewith, fear before it, and make peace with it, leaſt it 
prove that the Lord hath raiſed you up to make his power known 
upon you, and to get himſelf a name by your overthrow. I his 


is a warning of love to you, even from that which ſaw this your 


day before it came. 

Quer. VI. Whether an evil Spirit, a looſe Spirit, a Spirit 
which is out of the fear of God (and againſt them that fear God) 
hath not riſen up in the Nation, and been too much encouraged 
ſince your coming into power? The end of government is to 
bring men into, and encourage and preſerve them in the fear of 
God. which is the ſpring of all goodneſs, righteouſneſs-and e- 
quity not to bring men into a formal way of worfhip, that the 

ord alwayes loathed; but to encourage in the true fear, which 
teacheththat worſhip of him in heart and Spirit which his ſoul e- 


ver loved.) Now conſider ſeriouſly, is not iniquity broke looſt? 


is notthe chain as it weretaking off fromthe wicked, andpre- 


paring to be laid on the righteous? What vanity, what exceſs, . 


abuſe of the creatures, Swearing, Drinking, Scoffing, &c. is al- 
ready broke forth ? yeaand how are thoſe that in truth of heart 
fear the Lord, and apply themſelves to meet in his fear to wor- 
ſhip him, already derided, diſturbed, and threatned as if this 
ſhould not be lawful for them much longer? Alas, alas; If ye 
do nottake heed, yourruin will be writ on the very entrance in- 
to your proſperity |! O Nation of E-gland, why do ye thus pro- 
voke the Lord againſt your ſelves, againſt your King, againſt 
your Parliament, againſt that part of the Nation who have been 
Jo long fufferers? will ye throw away the Lords mercy as ſoon as 
it is beſtowed on you? will ye haſten co ſtir up his anger & jea- 
louſie againſt you? O how ſhort will your day be, if ye proceed 
"after this manner | O remember God, and be troubled and deeply 
humbled for theſe things; and rejoyce with trembling, and do 
not ſhew vain expreſſions of joy out of his fear, but let your joy 
be in his fear, and then wealſo ſhall rejoyce with you, and hope 


that the wrath of the Lord may be diverted from this Nation, 


Wer, 


which theſe things help to kindle and increaſe. .. 


ver. 
how it may be ended, that there may be no more ſtriving againſt 
bim, neither by the powers nor people of the Nation? for what 
are men, that they ſhould contend' with God ? how can they 
proſper therein? had they never ſo great advantage of gain- 
ing or carrying a cauſe againſt him, yet tiny, would 
they fall before him! Now look back honeſtly *fingly; faithfully, 
in the ſimplicity ofyour hearts, ſearch and conſider, what God 
hath contended with the powers of the Nation for, theſe many 
years: and if the Lord pleaſe (to ſugh as thus ſearch after it) to 
diſcover wht it bath been for, let the Lord have his pleaſure, 
for aſſuredly he will not fail of recovering and advancing his 
cauſe, how much fallen ſoever it ſeemeth to men, & how impoſli- 
ble ſoever it ſeem to be recovered. Letmeinthe uprightneſs of 
my heart propoſe ſome few thingsto you. 

Firſt, is not this a likely ming, that the Lord would have the 


reformation from Popery perfeted? If the Proteſtants did well 
to leave Popery, then ſurely the more they leave it and come out 
of it, cannot but be acceptable to God: and the ſame Spirit which 


drew out of Popery, will be drawing out of all the relicks ofit, 
anS(till bringing into a purer and more inward and ſpiritual 
worſhip? Now conſider ſeriouſly of this matter, will ye give 


God leave to draw his people out of what ever is left of Popery 


in this Nation? Will ye forbear forcing of them to fuch thing 
as they verily believe in their hearts to be a denyal of Chriſt be 


Lord and Maſter ? If ye ſuppoſe ſuch, or ſucha Miniſtry and way 


of worſhip to be good, can ye not enjoy it your ſelves without 


forcing others ( who cannot but from their hearts diſown it 


the fight of God) to ſubmit x0 it, and to help to maintain it? 
how can they do this thing, and ſin againſt the Lord ? O do not 
ſtrive, like feroboam the Son of Nebat, to make Gods Iſrael to 
ſin! The Lord God eonſiders the ſufferings of his people for his 


names-ſake, O England take heed of this thing, and do not hin- 
der any in reforming either their lives or their worſhips, but at 


tengchamend this thing, which hath been ſo long amiſs in the go- 
vernment of this Nation. The government of this Nation hath 


been gentle to the looſe Spirit, to the prophane Spirit; but hard 


VII. Have ye conſidered, or do ye yet ſerionſly apply 


6 IY 
. * duly to conſider, what the Lords conttoverſie win 
this Nation and the powers thereof all this while hath Wen, and : 
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let it now at length, aſter thus much deſolation and diſtreſs, be- 
come gemle to that which fears the Lord, and more ſevere to 
that which is looſeand prophane. Surely he that governs under 
God,it becomes him to cheriſh that whichis tender to God. And 
let the laws in this kind be conſidered of, and ſer ftrait for the en. 
conragement of the good, and for the curbing of the unrighteoug 
looſe and prophane ſpirit, that ic may no longer thus ſwim on 
top, and abound in the Nation, but be bronght under. 

2. Is not this alſo likely and a fitting thing, that the Lord God 
ſhould ha ve the leading & guidance of thoſe whom he beget by his 
ſpirit, and who are born thereof ? Shall not the everlaſting father 
have the ordering and diſpoſe of his own children, to whom he 

ives bis ſpirit to that very end, that they may be led by it, Rom. 
F 14. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou beareſt the 

ſeund thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
eth: ſo i every one that « born of the ſpirit, John 3.8. Now 
that is begotten and brought forth by a free breath of the ſpi- 
rit, ſhall not the ſame Spirit guide and ſead him out ofthe world 
to the Father, out of the love of it, out of the cuſtomes, faſhion, 
wor ſhips, and whole courſe of it? They are net of the world faith 
Chriſt, even 44 am not of the world, John 17. 16. They walk 
not at men, or according to men, 1 Cor. 3. 3, Indeed he that is 
Chriſts is crucified with him, the mans part is ſlain, and he can 
walk no more as a man, but as one redeemed out of the earthly 
Auature and Spirit: therefore the world hates him, Pobn 17. 14. 
and is ready to cruſh and oppreſs him, Gal. 4. 29. but this is not 
ightcqus before God, that his children and people ſhould be ha- 
ed, hunted and perſecuted, becauſe of their likeneſs to God by 
rang of his image,and becauſe of their obedience to his Spi- 
rit, which draweth them out of all the unrighteouſneſs of the 
world, yea and out of its righteouſneſe too, that they may be 
found in the righteouſneſa, faith, and obedience of Gods Spirit 
in every thing. 
3. 1s it, nos fitting dhat the Lord ſhould have and en- 
joy the worſhip. pf ſuch, as he teaches and ſeeks to worſhip 
155 in Spirit and iu truch ? The worſhip in ſpiric and in truth is 
the Eathers worſhip, that is the worſhip a hich he hath appoin- 
ted and choſen, and hich he teacherh his Children, and ſuch 


K * worſhippers 


| * to the ſtrjct Spirit, even to has which fears to offend the Lord, 


| back to Egypt, and whether ye be able indeed ſo to do. It was 


is riſen up which hath not felt nor known the burthen of our 


40 not ſeek the regzitlilg of the tarthly glory and grearneſy 
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worſhippers the Father ſeeks Ry oi p him, oh» 4.23, en 
ſeek ſuch worſhippets, as will own their form and way of wor- 
ſhip : but God ſeeks ſuch as are born of his ſpiric, and are wil- 
ling to learn of him to worſhip him in Spirit ãnd in truth. God 
is a ſpirit, and ſuch as —.— him, muſt worſhip in his ſpitir, 
Fob» 4. 24. and fuch as live to him, mult live in his ſpirit& ſack 
as walk with him muſt walk in his ſpirit, Gal:5.25; this is the 
true Goſpel religion, firſt to wait for the promiſe of the Spirit, 
and then to Worſhip and walk with God in tbe Spirit. Now 
will ye not ſuffer God to enjoy the worſhip of hisown People, 
into whoſe ſpirits he breaths life, and whom hefortnes and be- 
gets into his own likeneſs? Conſider how provoking this muſt 
needs be to God, of what dangerous conſequence this hathbeen 
to the foregoing Powers, and how dangerons it may prove to 
ou. | 158 
F 4. Confider whether it be in your hearts to bring us 


an heavy you which we lay under by the government of Ei 
copacy,and our ſpirits cryed and groaned to MT oed, and 12 00 
deliver us, and hath brought us from under it. Now a power 


ſpirits, nor been acquainted with our ſecret breathing & mout= _ 
nings to the Lord; nor ſeen his mighty hand in what he hut 
done for us, and ſo ye may eaſily be tempted to attempt either 
to bring us back into our old bondage, or to fall upon us and 
cruſh us. But if this be yout aim and intent, it will ſoon prove 
your ruin: for the Lord God who hath given you a day (and 
in whoſe hand your breath is, and before whom all your powes 
is nothing) if he ſee yon thus make uſe ofit can ſoon put an end 
to it. What is all your viſtble Rrength before che inviſible arm 
and power? Therefore be not high minded becauſe ye are out- 
wardly ſo ſtrong and invineible, but fear before him who is 
ſtronger, whoſe eyes run to and fro through the earth to behold: * * 
the carriage of things, that he ___ ready to ſtretch forth his 
arm for the ſaving of his people, when there is none left ta help 
them. 

5. Conſider ſeriouſly and pray earneſtly, that ye may know ' 
what God hath put this opportunity inso your hands for; and © | 
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( which we know to be falling, chat the Lord alone may be exalt- 
ed, as che Scripture alſo bach teſtiſied, Iſa. 2. 17.) but be ſober 
and moderate as to that, and ſeek the glory of the immortal God, 
who is to riſe in the Kingdomes of the earth over all (Rev. 11. 
15.) and ſeek righteouſneſs, meekneſs, the peace, good and wel- 
fare ofall, neither doing nor ſuffering to be done to any ſort of 
perſons, what ye would not be wilhep to have done to you by 
them, if ve were in cheir caſe, ſtate and condition: and in any 
thing wherein ye have been injured in the time of your ſufferings 
and ſore viſitation by Gods hand, though ye may now blame, 
and ſeek to right your ſelves on the inſtruments which God plea- 
ſed to make uſe of to afflict you, yet it will be ſafer and better 
for you, if ye can forgive. 7 
Theſe things belong to your peace, and by this means the 
Lord's favour may turn towards you, who cannot but diſlike 


your heginnungs :- but if in a fleſhly. confidence becauſe of your 


'outward ſtrength, ye ſhall ſet your ſelves againſt the work of the 


Tord, his cauſe and people, we can ſay to you in thedread of 


our God, Who art t hen O great Mountain? We do not doubt 
but before the Fanner of Babel to ſee thes made a plain, and are 


* prepared in our Spirits to ſtand till to ſee the Salvation of our 
Vad, whoſe arm is not ſnhortned chat it cannot ſave, even when 
che enemies ſtrength, reſolution and advantage is greateſt, 


T bis ts from out who hath mourned for the oppreſſed, and 
"becauſe of the oppreſſions which have lon £ abounded, 
praying to and waiting on the Loyd for the good and 
preſperitꝝ of the Nation in general, and for the bring- 

| ing forth of that.righteouſneſs, fear of the Lord aud 


true peace, 'which atone can make it happy. 


Iſaas Penington, the Younger. 
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